Introduced by Council Member Schellenberg and Co-Sponsored by  

Council Member Gulliford:
RESOLUTION 2014-657
A RESOLUTION HONORING AND COMMENDING CONNIE HODGES FOR HER OUTSTANDING CAREER OF COMMUNITY SERVICE UPON THE OCCASION OF HER RETIREMENT AS PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED WAY OF NORTHEAST FLORIDA; PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.


WHEREAS, a native of the Kansas City area, Connie Hodges earned a master’s degree in social work at the University of Kansas and worked in United Way organizations in Kansas and Michigan before coming to Jacksonville in 1986 to take a position as Vice President at the United Way of Northeast Florida; and


WHEREAS, after holding several different positions at the United Way in Jacksonville and then leaving briefly for a leadership position at another local not-for-profit, Ms. Hodges returned to the United Way of Northeast Florida as its CEO and President in 1998; and


WHEREAS, during her tenure as CEO and President, Connie Hodges has sparked a transformation of the organization and refocused its expanded its efforts with her usual passion and energy, helping the agency evolve from primarily a fundraising organization to “community impact model” that focuses on measurable, research-based community improvement programs in the areas of education, income and health initiatives which helped the agency to receive the “Best Practices That Advance the Common Good Award” from United Way Worldwide in 2009; and 


WHEREAS, Ms. Hodges has also earned a justifiable reputation as a fundraiser for United Way’s many initiatives, cultivating the United Way of Northeast Florida’s first six individual million dollar gifts, encouraging the growth of the Tocqueville Society (annual giving of $10,000 or more) from 69 to over 300 members during her tenure, and helping to grow the United Way’s annual community campaign by 75% to a total more than $25 million per year; and


WHEREAS, Connie Hodges is well known for her boundless energy and enthusiasm and has put her considerable talents to work in other venues ranging from the Jacksonville Chamber of Commerce to the Jacksonville Children’s Commission, Leadership Jacksonville, her church, the Downtown Rotary Club and the Jacksonville Women’s Network; and

WHEREAS, Connie Hodges has recently announced her retirement from the United Way to enjoy more leisure time while still remaining active in many of the community causes she loves so dearly; now therefore


BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the City of Jacksonville:


Section 1.

The City of Jacksonville hereby honors and commends the countless contributions of Connie Hodges to the Jacksonville community as she retires as CEO and President of the United Way of Northeast Florida. The City and the community as a whole thank her for her vision, passion and energy devoted to the betterment of Northeast Florida, and wishes her the very best of health and happiness in her retirement.

Section 2.

Effective Date.  This Resolution shall become effective upon signature by the Mayor or upon becoming effective without the Mayor's signature.

Form Approved:

  /s/ Margaret M. Sidman 
Office of General Counsel

Legislation Prepared By:
Jeff Clements, City Council Research
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